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ATLANTA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ENDS 2021/22 SEASON ON A HIGH NOTE 

ATLANTA – The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra (ASO) is celebrating the end of the 2021/2022 
season with good news throughout the organization, signaling the institution has successfully 
bridged across the early impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic and pointing toward a continued era 
of growth and success.  
 
New Musician Collective Bargaining Agreement 

The ASO reached an agreement on a new contract with the ASO Players’ Association (ASOPA) 
with new wages and working conditions for the next three years. The contract includes 
compensation increases for each of the next three seasons through the 2024/25 season and 
increases to the portion of the musicians’ salaries that is earmarked for media projects, to 
facilitate the popular Behind the Curtain virtual concert series and concert live streams; 
changes in working conditions to facilitate the ASO’s popular “Movies in Concert” series; 
progressive parental leave policies; plus, additional changes to address needs of both parties.  
 
“The musicians of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra worked together with us closely as partners 
to navigate through the initial phase of the Covid-19 pandemic,” said Executive Director 
Jennifer Barlament. “This helped solidify an already strong working dynamic and made the 
negotiation of this agreement a process of agreeing on shared values and priorities, allowing us 
to come to an agreement in plenty of time prior to the expiration of the current agreement. We 
look forward to continuing to engage and inspire our community with great music, working 
together to reach even more audiences in Atlanta and around the globe.” 
 
“The musicians of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra are thankful for the productive discussions 
with management that led to this new three-year agreement,” said Daniel Laufer, Chair of the 
Atlanta Symphony Players’ Association. “After taking painful cuts in compensation and lagging 
for the last decade as a result of two lockouts, the hard work and support on behalf of the 
Atlanta Symphony Board, the ASO Staff, the ASO Patrons, the Local 148-462 of the American 
Federation of Musicians, and the sacrifices of the Musicians of the ASO have all converged to 



show a remarkable turnaround. It was vital for the ASO to signal with this contract to our field 
that we were on a new path toward becoming more competitive with our peer orchestras. This 
agreement demonstrates a very important step to help both attract and retain talent on stage 
as we embark on a new chapter under the artistic leadership of Nathalie Stutzmann. We are 
very grateful to the anonymous ASO donors who helped make this agreement possible and for 
their continued support. Thank you to Jennifer Barlament and her leadership team (Sameed 
Afghani, Susan Ambo, Victoria Moore, and attorney Tom Kilpatrick) who worked hard with us to 
get to this agreement. Many thanks go to the Atlanta Federation of Musicians, Local 148-462 
represented at the table by Bruce Kenney and Brian Desarro for their continued support along 
with the great guidance of attorney Kevin Case of Case Arts Law LLC, and the negotiating team 
of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Players’ Association (ASOPA) who were Thomas Carpenter, 
Marci Gurnow, Michael Moore, Paul Murphy, Sandy Salzinger, Christina Smith, Mike Tiscione 
and me.” 
 
Eighth Year in a Row of Fiscal Balance 
Financially, the ASO has completed its eighth consecutive year with a balanced budget, with 
significant positive momentum in both contributed and earned revenue. The Orchestra 
exceeded its Annual Fund revenue goals, and the ASO is on track to reach its 2022/23 
subscription revenue goals before the beginning of the season. The excitement around a new 
ASO era with the arrival of Nathalie Stutzmann is helping to drive 2022/23 subscription sales 
with both existing and new subscribers, as well as donor engagement.  
 
Maestro Robert Spano Concludes Tenure with Mahler’s Third Symphony  

Maestro Robert Spano concluded his final concert weekend June 9, 11, and 12, 2022 with an 

emotional performance of Mahler’s Third Symphony, featuring mezzo-soprano Kelley 

O’Connor, the Women of the ASO Chorus, and the Georgia Boy Choir. Maestro Spano, just the 

fourth Music Director in the ASO’s history, becomes Music Director Laureate of the Atlanta 

Symphony Orchestra and Music Director of the Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra.  

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution said of the performance, “There’s such a force of instrumental 
voices on stage that a certain depth of sound is a given, but Spano’s deliberate care made sure 
the ensemble’s blend and unified dynamics remained a focus…The symphony ended with a 
gentle instrumental hymn, a sotto voce reflection of everything that has come to pass (and it 
does feel like Mahler’s symphony has everything). There felt like no greater way to sum up 
Robert Spano’s career in Atlanta.”  
 
And ArtsATL said, “Mahler maintains that stunning grandeur in the form of two corollary 
elements: thunderous charges from the percussion and a sustained Wagnerian tremolo from 
the strings. In both, the ASO was on point — creating the tense and menacing aura that 
permeated the symphony’s first movement…Nietzsche observed that chaos produces order, 
and the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra is proof of that: A chaotic year has given way to promises 
of a new paradigm, one that the players seem thrilled to embrace as if channeling the forward-
looking passions of Zarathustra himself. From that standpoint, Mahler’s Symphony No. 3 in D 



Minor is the perfect anthem for both the closing of the 2021-22 season and Robert Spano’s 
tenure as the orchestra’s leader.”  
 
The ASO Welcomes New Board Chair  
The 2021/22 season is the final of Janine Brown’s three years as ASO Board Chair. Brown, 
Partner-in-Charge of the Atlanta office of Alston & Bird, has led the ASO through 
unprecedented times, including the pandemic and cancellation of live performances, and the 
transition to virtual ASO performances. Business leader Patrick Viguerie begins his term as Chair 
in June 2022.  
 
Jennifer Barlament, Executive Director of the ASO, said, “Janine’s steadfast leadership and 
optimism not only led us through an unprecedented time but allowed us to emerge stronger, 
better, more inclusive, and more innovative than ever before. During her tenure, we 
heightened our commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion, expanded our education 
programs, pivoted to digital programming, announced our fifth Music Director, secured a new 
three-year musician agreement, and completed our eighth consecutive year with a budget 
surplus. What a wonderful base from which to begin a new era under the leadership of Patrick 
Viguerie, whose strategic vision and insight provided keen direction as chair of our Music 
Director Search Committee. I am looking forward to working with Patrick and the entire Board 
to continue to spur the growth and development of the ASO.”  
 
“If I were to say three things about Janine as a leader, it would be that she is compelling, 
consistent and she cares deeply about the institution. Not only has the Atlanta Symphony come 
through the pandemic in a stronger position, but she has been instrumental in helping improve 
the collaboration across the Woodruff Arts Center,” said Patrick Viguerie, ASO Board Chair. “It's 
been a real privilege to have had the chance to serve on the board under Janine’s leadership 
and I'm personally grateful and humbled to be following her as board chair.”  
 
Jennifer Barlament Named One of Atlanta Magazine’s “Women Making a Mark” 

ASO Executive Director Jennifer Barlament was recently named one of Atlanta Magazine’s 2022 
Women Making a Mark. According to the magazine, “The Women Making a Mark program 
celebrates the contributions and successes of women in metro Atlanta who have made a 
significant impact in our community.” Barlament was recognized in part for leading a financially 
stable ASO over the last seven years and for the historic hiring of Nathalie Stutzmann as the 
Orchestra’s fifth Music Director.  
 
ASO Young Musicians in the News 
Seven members of the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra (ASYO) will perform at Carnegie Hall 
in New York City as members of the prestigious National Youth Orchestra of the United States 
of America (NYO-USA) on July 29 under the direction of international star conductor Daniel 
Harding, performing Mahler’s Fifth Symphony and Elgar’s Cello Concerto with Alisa Weilerstein. 
The ASYO musicians include Ryan Clever, flute; Jonathan Fuller, cello; Cameron Hall, tuba; 
Tobias Liu, violin; Jack Ramu, trumpet; Bria Rives, bass; and Jason Seo, viola. These seven young 



musicians are the largest contingent from any single youth orchestra program to participate in 
this year’s NYO-USA. 
 
Additionally, on July 3, the ASYO, led by guest conductor William Langley, will perform in a 
lineup of patriotic performances prior to the Southeast's largest fireworks show at Look Up 
Atlanta. Hosted by Georgia World Congress Center Authority, the event revives Fourth of July 
fireworks at Centennial Olympic Park and honors Atlanta's history as host of the 1996 
Centennial Olympic Games. This is a ticketed event with proceeds benefiting the Centennial 
Olympic Park beautification fund. Tickets and more information. 
 
Members of the ASYO, performing together as the Sycamore Trio, violinist Tobias Liu, cellist 
Brandon Leonard, and pianist Grace Chen, won top prizes in WDAV’s Young Chamber 
Musicians Competition and second prize in the Junior Division of the Fischoff Competition, the 
most prestigious chamber music competition for young musicians in the US. In addition, for the 
second year in a row, Brandon Leonard received silver medal in the junior division of the 
prestigious Sphinx Competition, a Detroit-based national string competition for Black and 
Latinx musicians. Brandon, a rising senior at Chamblee Charter High School, studies with ASO 
member Karen Freer and is a Fellow in the ASO’s prestigious Talent Development Program. 
 
Nathalie Stutzmann to Begin Tenure as the ASO’s Fifth Music Director in October 2022  
Maestro Stutzmann takes the podium for the first time as Music Director on October 6, 8 and, 
9, 2022 in Symphony Hall, leading a program that concludes with Beethoven’s blockbuster 
Ninth Symphony, featuring Talise Trevigne, soprano; Jennifer Johnson Cano, mezzo-soprano; 
Robin Tritschler, tenor; Leon Košavić, bass; and the world-renowned ASO Chorus. She will lead 
the Orchestra during eight of the 23 subscription weeks in the 2022/23 season. Maestro 
Stutzmann is currently the only woman to lead a major American orchestra.  
 
“Nathalie is a truly inspiring musician and a conductor of historic significance, an artist with a 
unique voice and approach to making music. Her fresh and engrossing interpretations make the 
classics feel like we are hearing them for the first time all over again and create a sense of 
drama and anticipation with every performance,” said Jennifer Barlament, Executive Director. 
“Her focus on making magic happen, while providing liberty to the musicians, along with her 
uncompromising standards and attention to detail, will bring the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
into a new golden era artistically and I look forward to all we will accomplish together.” 
 
ASO subscriptions for the 2022/23 season are on sale now at aso.org. Single tickets go on sale 
on August 17, 2022.  
 
About the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra   
The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra continues to affirm its position as one of America’s leading 
orchestras with excellent live performances, renowned guest artist features and engaging 
education initiatives. As a cornerstone for artistic development in the Southeast, the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra performs a full schedule of more than 150 concerts, including educational 

https://www.gwcca.org/look-up-atlanta
https://www.aso.org/


and community concerts, each year for a combined audience of more than a quarter-million 
people.   
 
About the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra  
Established in 1974, the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra provides Atlanta’s most talented 
and dedicated students an outlet to perform masterworks. Each year, more than 300 
instrumentalists rising eighth to rising twelfth graders audition for seats in the orchestra. The 
Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra presents a three-concert series each year, and members 
have exclusive invitations to participate in readings and master classes with the top artists in 
the instrumental music industry. The Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra is an integral member 
of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra family and a vigorous part of the cultural fabric of the 
community. The ASYO strives for national preeminence among youth orchestras, while 
cultivating the artistic growth and excellence of its members through enriching orchestral 
experiences and mentoring by ASO musicians. 
 
About Nathalie Stutzmann 
Nathalie Stutzmann will join the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra as Music Director at the start of 
the 2022/23 season, becoming only the second woman in history to lead a major American 
orchestra after Marin Alsop. In addition, this season she begins her position as the Philadelphia 
Orchestra’s new Principal Guest Conductor. The three-year tenure will involve a regular 
presence in the orchestra’s subscription series in Philadelphia and at its summer festivals in Vail 
and Saratoga. Finally, Nathalie is also entering the fourth season of a highly successful tenure as 
Chief Conductor of the Kristiansand Symphony Orchestra, a tenure which has just been 
extended by a further two seasons, to the end of 22/23. 
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